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Why go to the ends of the earth for science?
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Exceedingly large temperature anomalies at both poles
(March 2022)
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“What happens at the poles does not stay at the poles”
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“What happens at the poles does not stay at the poles”







Coastal Risk Screening Tool









European Organisations



Scientific Prioritisation activities



Scientific Prioritisation activities



Cross cutting needs 



o Sustained & long-term 
investment

o Diversity of funding
o Time-scales of funding
o One-time vs Sustained 
o Funding for infrastructure and 

logistics AND funding for science

Cross cutting needs - Funding 



o Blurring national and 
regional borders 

o Linking disciplines 

o Co-designing global polar 
research priorities

Cross cutting needs – Crossing Boundaries 



o Improving dialogue at the 
science-policy interface

o Ensuring societal needs are 
reflected and addressed 
through research

o Linking research, industry, 
infrastructure and logistics

Cross cutting needs – Connecting Stakeholders



o Improving spatial and temporal 
coverage

o Ensuring data and information 
fully utilised

o Long term sustainability of 
observatories and data 
stewardship

Cross cutting needs – Data and Observations



o Ensuring diversity of voices at 
the table, at all stages

o Capacity building in 
infrastructure as well as science

o Improving technology for better 
access (e.g. open access)

Cross cutting needs – Capacity Building, 
Inclusion and Diversity



Spilhaus projection

Messages to carry with you:

• Highlight relevance & importance of 
the Polar regions in a global context

• Strengthen links between all 
stakeholders

• Tighten knowledge and data gaps

• Secure funding, short and long term

• Cross disciplinary boundaries

• Build capacity in infrastructure

• Ensure diverse voices are heard

THANK YOU


